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Piergiorgio Odifreddi:

Mathematics and….A Surprise Lecture in Three Points

Wednesday, April 5, 2006 at 6:00 pm
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, March 23, 2006

Piergiorgio Odifreddi, mathematician and writer, has built an outstanding international academic career that has taken him across Europe to the Far East, to the former Soviet Union and the United States.  He is a Freeman Dyson Professor Emeritus of Physics at the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton and serves on the faculty of the University of Turin and Cornell University.  His awards include the Unione Matematica Italiana's 1998 Galileo Award and the Mathesis' 2002 Peano Award.
With a predominant focus on Recursion Theory, The Philosophy of Mathematics and the Theory of Computation, he is the author of two volumes of Classical Recursion Theory (1989, 1999), Logic and Computer Science (1990), The Computer of God: Thoughts of an Impertinent Mathematician and The Mathematical Century (Princeton University Press, 2004), a history of modern mathematics, of which Sir Michael Atiyah, Fields Medalist 1966, and former President of the Royal Society has written “is both popular and scholarly...clearly and accurately covers many important mathematical problems and the contributions that leading mathematicians have made to their solutions….his book is one that amateur and professional alike can learn from.”
A prolific and engaging writer, the last decade has seen his foray into journalism as a contributor to La Repubblica, L'Espresso and Le Scienze among other newspapers and periodicals.  Current publications Penna, pennello e bacchetta (Laterza, 2005) and Il matematico impertinente (Longanesi, 2005) reflect a growing interest in the relationship between mathematics which forms the basis for Mathematics and.....A Surprise Lecture in Three Points.  As Odifreddi explains, “mathematics is usually regarded as a cold discipline, useful to the "practical" uses of the sciences but detached from the "deeper" concerns of the humanities.  [This evening] we will give a quick glance to three humanistic fields: literature, painting and music, to discover that they all have strong connections with math not only because Solzhenitzyn or Coetzee (literature) and Kandinsky or Mondrian (art), and Boulez or Glass (musicians), have had an interest, and sometimes even a degree, in mathematics but because the ideas and concepts of mathematics pervade all the rationalistic arts, and provide useful tools for a better understanding of them.”
RSVP to (212) 879-4242 x 366 to attend this free lecture

